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AIGUILLE PuRTSCHELLER (3482 m. I I,424 ft.), by the West face; 
July I4, I950. Messrs. T. D. Bourdillon and H. G. Nicol left the 
Albert Premier hut at 04.30 and reached the foot of the West face at 
o6.I5. The climb proved to be short and strenuous with one most 
entertaining ' artificial ' pitch, and the conditions were good. The 
summit was reached at 12.30, but it was their first climb of the season, 
and the times are therefore probably slow. 

AIGUILLE DU GEANT (40I4 m. I3,170 ft.), by the North-west face; 
July 20, I950. Messrs. 'f. D. Bourdtllon and R.l\1. Viney. They left 
the snow arete at the foot of the South-east ridge at 14.00, and reached 
the North arete at I6.oo. The summit was attained by the North
west face at I7,20 and was quitted without pause. The descent was 
made by the ordinary route, and the foot of the rocks was reached at 
17.33· There was some ice on the uppermost 100ft. of the North-west 
face, but the condition of the rock was otherwise good. The weather, 
however, broke down ; and the remarkably fast descent was enforced 
by a thunderstorm. 

AIGUILLE DU PLAN (3673 m. II,05I ft.), by the East arete (Ryan-
Lochn-tatter route); July 22, 1950. lVlessrs. T. D. Bourdillon, 1-i. G. 
N icol, J. R. B. Sax by, and R. 1\tl. Viney. The bergschrund at the foot 
of the arete was crossed without difuculty at least two of the three 
variants described in the Vallot Guide were practicable in 1950. The 
climb proved to be pleasant but strenuous, though without special 
difficulties except in route-finding. 1 'ime was lost at one place by 
failure to find the correct route, and illness of one member of the party 
slowed the rate of climbing ; but the excellent weather gave no cause 
for haste, and the summit was reached in 8! hours from the bergschrund. 

/ 

AIGUILLE DU PETIT DRu (3432 m. 1 I ,260 ft.), by the North face ; 
July 26, 1950. Messrs. T. U. Bourdillon and H. G. Nicol left a 
bivouac below the North face of the Drus at 04.45 and reached the 
foot of the first couloir at 05.10. 1 'he zone of slabs was reached at 
o6.oo, the top of the triangular tower at 07.oo, the Niche at o8.15, and 
the summit at 13.35· Descent was made by the ordinary route. ' It 
is a climb of great charm, requiring neither the strenuous exertions of, 
say, the East arete of the Plan, nor the use of pitons (though in fact 
some of the pitons already there were used for running belays), yet it 
possesses much rock of interest.' 

AIGUILLE DE GREPON (3489 m. II,447 ft.), by the (East) Mer de 
Glace face and the Aiguttte de Roe; July 30, 1950. lVlessrs. A. A. 
Bertram, T. D. Bourdtllon, R. E. Meyer, and li. G. Nicol. ' From 
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the Tour Rouge hut to near the top of the Aig. de Roe the climbing is 
similar to that of the start of the Young- l{nubel route. The party 
found it necessary to lassoo a bollard to reach the top of the Roe. The 
' artificial ' pitch on the Grepon above the Roc-Grepon col was climbed 
without difficulty, and the route finished up the Knubel crack.' 

[We must congratulate the members of Mr. Viney's Oxford party on 
their very fine achievements. These include the first British ascents of 
the route on the Aiguille Purtscheller, of the North face of the Petit Dru, 
and of the Mer de Glace face of the Grepon over the Aiguille de Roe ; 
whilst the ascent of the North-west face of the Aiguille du Geant may 
have been the first to be made by a British guideless party, although a 
preceding similar party very nearly succeeded in I949 and made what 
was perhaps the first (but incomplete) descent of that face in the great 
storm of August I I. The names above are given in the traditional 
alphabetical order. Editor.] 
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